TWIN TOWERS ALLIANCE

WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT — WHAT NEW YORK NEEDS — WHAT AMERICA DESERVES

March 16, 2010

Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo
120 Broadway
New York, NY 10001

By Fax and Certified Mail

Dear Attorney General Cuomo,

If you saw a woman being raped would you look away? The public’s rape at Ground Zero, by
elected officials and their appointees has been going on for over eight years. We are asking you to
please come to the rescue, while we can still build a World Trade Center that is a credit to our nation.

The dishonest process that defeated the popular will for the new Trade Center is not the issue
here. What we are concerned with is arresting the crime that is currently underway, while it can
still be remedied. We believe that a true resolution is actually more likely now than ever before,
because the current project has so consistently failed to perform by every measure.

Governor Paterson, Mayor Bloomberg, Speaker Silver, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Silverstein are all
aware that there is a credible plan to build re-engineered, mixed-use, Twin Towers and a fitting
memorial that has strong 9/11 family support. They know that the inherent efficiency of the plan
could conceivably still save billions of taxpayer dollars and put us ahead, not behind, schedule.

To disregard such a rewarding possibility, instead of carefully examining it, is an act of flagrant
contempt, particularly given the crippled project we are now saddled with. And what are they
offering instead? Less all the time — a never-ending series of letdowns that is headed for further
diminishment. How can they then explain the refusal to examine an alternative that appears to be
far more affordable and tremendously popular? Whose money are they spending?

Governor Paterson, Mayor Bloomberg, and Speaker Silver have flagrantly exceeded their
constitutional authority and failed to faithfully execute their offices — as did Governors Pataki
and Spitzer in their turn. It is common knowledge that most people believe the way to heal the
skyline of New York and the heart of America is to rebuild the Twin Towers. What are their
grounds for opposing the will of the people and pushing a project that the markets won’t touch?

If Governor Pataki had not used his special connection to the Bush Administration to wrangle a
promise from the GSA that put the lackluster “Freedom Tower” on life-support, the troubled
development would have been cancelled years ago. It certainly seems that there was a coordinated
strategy at all levels of government to dismiss the “Twin Towers II”” alternative without a good
faith look into the merits of what it could offer, which amounts to a costly criminal conspiracy.

As for the Port Authority, Mr. Ward violated his position of trust when he put a clearly moribund
plan on steroids, knowing there was a credible alternative. When asked about rebuilding the Twin
Towers on the “Ask the Port Authority” webpage, he lied about the option, saying that the Twin
Towers would add years to the ultimate completion of the project, when just the opposite is true.
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Political appointees do not have the option of lying to the public in order to further an agenda
that the people would not support if they had all the facts. He has repeatedly inflated what has
been spent at the site and tried to hide the fact that much of the work had to be done in any event
and would not be wasted if plans changed. His assessment is worthless. Given his history of just
this sort of rogue behavior, which is documented in the attachments, he should be removed, and
the Port Authority’s in camera minutes scrutinized for evidence of collusion to use public funds
to frustrate the public’s will. If the evidence is there, the entire Board should be replaced.

It is unlawful for public officials to willfully suppress evidence that could bring material
well-being to their constituents if it were considered. Furthermore, Mayor Bloomberg and
Speaker Silver deserve official censure for their efforts to bully Port Authority officials into
financing the Silverstein towers, when that would clearly undermine the agency’s charter.

As another one of the attachments observes, the Port Authority’s commitment to any of the
Silverstein towers, including Tower Four, is subject to legal challenge. The Bloomberg/Silver
onslaught epitomizes the sort of high-handed behavior that created the current fiasco to begin with
and that is keeping New York State mired in corruption. Rebuilding the Twin Towers would go a
long way towards decontaminating New York’s toxic state and local government.

Officials have forfeited their right to control the project because their loyalty is not to the people.
It is not enough that officials find the current dubious plan meaningful, since it is clear that most
Americans are unimpressed and solidly favor rebuilding the Twin Towers. The consequences of
what will finally stand at Ground Zero goes beyond the spiritual and material well-being of our
city and nation and into the realm of homeland security. The Israelis teach that counter-terrorism
begins with erasing the evidence of terrorist gains. 1t is deplorable that officials would give our
enemies the satisfaction of materially changing the legendary New York skyline and making it a
giant trophy in the propaganda showcase of global jihadism.

Officials have no legitimate authority to keep the whole country in the dark about our real
options and the choices we have to make as a nation — because we were attacked as a nation
and will bear the consequences as a nation. They abused their power by obstinately refusing
to look into the merits of a plan that can successfully address all of the shortcomings of the
current plan, while tying the public to a plan that was a dismal failure even before the markets
tanked. Now, as the arbitration panel is poised to impose a solution, it is certain that
whichever side wins, the public will lose — unless you act.

The current predicament was built upon layers of false assumptions. The solution is simple —
don’t assume that we are better off on the current course, no matter what. We are not. The
public has invested billions of dollars and billions more will be required in any event. We are
owed more than assumptions. An expedited accounting of what it would cost and how long it
would take to complete the “Twin Towers 11” plan is overdue and preliminary findings would
take days, not months. If whatever is built is to have any legitimacy, that evaluation must be
done before another penny is squandered. Then, armed with the facts, officials could ask their
constituents which future World Trade Center they prefer. We know that those who should
have ordered such a study never will. Perhaps the arbitrators will consider it, since they have
the authority to mandate a solution. But we are turning to you because cleaning up official
misconduct is your responsibility.

¥ WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT — WHAT NEW YORK NEEDS — WHAT AMERICA DESERVES



Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo
March 16, 2010 | Page Three

Aside from being our Attorney General, you may be New York’s next Governor. The World
Trade Center is above all the hapless creation of three New York Governors who forgot their duty
to the public. Would you be proud to sign off on the current project, having been informed that the
country is being deprived of a far more promising and suitable solution?

Try as they may to complicate it, the situation boils down to this: Two 110-story towers that
belonged to the public were taken from us and we are being forced to pay top dollar for something
in their stead that virtually nobody wants. But there is nothing wrong at Ground Zero that some
political courage can’t fix. As Dr. King said:

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”

Sincerely,

// k. L&:;\J Do i

Margaret Donovan and Richard Hughes | The Twin Towers Alliance
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cc:  Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, Gov. David A. Paterson, Gov. Chris Christie, Executive
Director Christopher O. Ward, Chairman Anthony R. Coscia, Mr. Larry A. Silverstein,
Hon. George C. Pratt, Harry P. Sacks, Esg., Mr. Eugene McGovern, Director Melody Barnes,
US Attorney General Eric Holder, Inspector General Brian D. Miller, Sen. John McCain,
Sen. Joe Lieberman, Sen. John Kerry, Sen. Jim Webb, Sen. Scott Brown, Mr. Jeffrey B. Fager

att: By Mail Only-- Corroborating material also posted at www.twintowersalliance.com/save-the-witc.
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Editorial: 9/11 site must
have resolution

February 24, 2010

Raising the ugly specter of seeing “that hole in the
ground" a decade from now, New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg is once again ratcheting up
efforts to see rebuilding efforts move faster at the
World Trade Center site.

Indeed, what has been happening in certain
respects has been disgraceful. Rebuilding this site
should be not only a city and state priority, but a
national one.

Yes, some progress has finally been made on
building the largest skyscraper in the world and
constructing a memorial and transit hub for the
area. But it took more than seven years after the
9/11 attacks for any work to begin in earnest, as
politicians and planners, insurance companies and
financial institutions bickered over many facets of
redevelopment that, at various times, hit a virtual
standstill.

And now — more than eight years after the attacks —
it is still unclear what the entire site will entail.

There is no justification for such a profound lack of
planning, vision and leadership. The site's owner,

the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, has
been ensnarled in financial disputes with developer
Larry Silverstein, who clearly overreached in what he
thought should be built and has been further

hindered by the economic downturn.

From the beginning, public officials gave Silverstein
way too much authority over the rebuilding effort,
and many officials questioned whether he was
planning for too much office space than the market
would accommodate. And that was before the
economy started sinking. The Port Authority has s
ubsequently taken over construction of what was
originally called the Freedom Tower but is now
called One World Trade Center. That authority also
is handling the 9/11 memorial, leaving Silverstein
to concentrate on some of the other structures.

Keep in mind this is a 16-acre site, so there is
plenty to consider. Nevertheless, after failing to find
an adequate number of corporate tenants or
construction loans for building, Silverstein has

called for the Port Authority to finance several other
towers. The Port Authority has rightly balked, saying
there should be more private-sector cash for the
project than Silverstein has offered. Certainly, a glut
of office space can't take precedence over the many
other aspects of the rebuilding effort, including
getting a $3.2 billion transit hub in place, as well as
completing One World Trade Center and the
memorial. As it is, the memorial won't be finished or
fully accessible to the public on the 10th
anniversary of the attacks, indicative of how slow
this redevelopment process has been.

Bloomberg correctly points out that material and
labor costs are low, so the authority and Silverstein
should have every incentive to more forward where
they can. That could mean building fewer towers t
han has been envisioned. Certainly, the Port
Authority shouldn't be backing the bulk of
speculative office ventures when it has so many
other priorities. A resolution with that in mind

would be in the public's best interest.
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Doblin: At Ground Zero, PHOTECT_YDURHDME y
It’s towers or the pits :

Friday, March 12, 2010
Last updated: Thursday March 11, 2010, 5:47 PM
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THE PORT Authority of New York and New remaining proposed towers. He also can’t
Jersey is not a bank. It is not a commercial find tenants. He wants the Port Authority to

real estate corporation. Its core mission is be the bank for one of the two remaining
transportation. And if it could, the smartest mammoth towers without tenants. To say

thing it should transport would be developer this is a bad idea is an understatement.
Larry Silverstein away from the former World

Trade Center site. Yet in Thursday’s New York Times, New York

City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and New York
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver co-wrote

an opinion piece that painted the Port
Authority as the Big Bad Wolf and Larry
Silverstein as Goldilocks in a silver wig.

The flamboyant developer acquired the lease
to the Trade Center just weeks before Sept.
11, 2001. It is impossible to say whether
there would be more progress at Ground
Zero today if the Port Authority were solely
responsible for rebuilding, but there is no
doubt, it would have be less contentious.

The last thing the Port Authority should do is
invest money in speculative real estate. When
it leased the Trade Center to Silverstein in the
summer of 2001, the objective clearly was to
get the Port Authority out of real estate and
focused back on its core mission,
transportation. That mission is of greater
importance in a post-Sept. 11 world than it
was in the summer of 2001.

Today is a deadline of sorts — unless
Silverstein and the Port Authority reach an
agreement over funding for two of three
proposed towers, the process moves to an
arbitrator. And it probably won’t go so well
for Silverstein if it does. The short-form
version of this epic saga is that the Port

Authority has taken over building 1 World The region’s airports, bridges, bus terminals
Trade Center, it is building the Sept. 11 and the PATH all need attention — and cash.

The Port Authority cannot extend itself
further to benefit a for-profit developer who
could and should put more skin in the game.
Silverstein is still sitting on a sizable pot of
insurance money from the demolished Trade

He can’t find the money to build the two Center.

memorial and a world-class transit center,
and it is helping back the construction of one
of Silverstein’s three planned towers. That
should be enough, but it’s not for Silverstein.
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Put bluntly: Silverstein should either literally
put up his three towers or shut up. He

should not be trying to squeeze more out of
the Port Authority. Bloomberg’s backing of
Silverstein is equally shameless. Why doesn’t
the city back Silverstein’s two towers? Or
offer tax incentives that would make
construction more probable? Or if
Bloomberg truly believes that “rent proceeds
from a thriving World Trade Center,” as he
co-wrote in the Times, will materialize in the
near future, why doesn’t he write his own
check or move his namesake corporation’s
headquarters into one of the proposed
towers?

Public agencies are not private banks. Sadly,
that is how they have been viewed by too
many political leaders and developers on
both sides of the Hudson. If the Port
Authority were to rush headlong into any
new project, it should take control of the
misguided Hudson River rail tunnel to a deep
station under 34th Street.

If Silverstein cannot find the funding for the
remaining two towers, it does not have to
signal an end of redevelopment at the former
Trade Center site. Low-rise retail could be
constructed to literally fill the void until the
financial markets change. Not everything gets
built as planned.

One of Manhattan’s most stunning new
buildings, the Hearst Tower, sits atop a base
constructed in the late 1920s, before the
Great Crash. The planned tower was delayed
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for almost 80 years.

Perhaps three towers on the eastern side of
the Trade Center site are too ambitious.
Silverstein has options: pony up more cash,
get assistance from New York City, build
low-rise retail or complete the foundation
work for the proposed towers and await a
better day.

Silverstein wants to leave his mark on this
most famous of New York sites. Understood.
But if the mark he leaves is two gaping holes
in a showdown with the Port Authority, he
will not be remembered as the man who
rebuilt the Twin Towers, but as the guy who
left his name to Silverstein’s Pits.

Alfred P. Doblin is the editorial page editor of
The Record. Contact him at
doblin@northjersey.com. You can follow
AlfredPDoblin on Twitter.
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Kelly: Ghoulish twists at
Ground Zero

Sunday, March 14, 2010

JUST IN TIME for the Ides of March, the
rebuilding of Ground Zero is enduring its
latest near-death experience.

This has happened before — so often, in fact,
that Ground Zero and all its shadowy issues
have become like a ghost in a Shakespearean
drama that just can’t seem to find its
bearings. All Ground Zero needs to become
an even greater tragedy is the modern
equivalent of ancient Rome’s Marcus Brutus.
But stay tuned, anything is possible.

Meanwhile, the developers of a new hotel on
the edge of the site of America’s bloodiest
terrorist attack are actually admitting that
they plan to turn Ground Zero into a selling
point for its rooms. Check in and check out
the pit — or so the marketing strategy seems
to say.

“People choose to be here because they want
to be close to it. They want to feel it, they
want to celebrate. They want to remember,”
said a vice president for the new World

Center Hotel. “We have a very accessible view
onit.”

What’s next — a Ground Zero Burger King?
Only in America could someone find a way to t
urn a terror attack into a business plan. But

the hotel is only the latest wrinkle in the
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seemingly never-ending journey of pain and
foolishness that embodies Ground Zero.

Last week, hundreds of construction
workers rallied near Ground Zero,
demanding that more office towers be
approved so more unemployed laborers
could get jobs. Think of this strategy as the
Ground Zero economic stimulus package to
create unneeded office space.

In the coming days, the Port Authority and
Ground Zero developer Larry Silverstein are
supposed to finalize a plan for developing
the entire 16-acre site beyond the memorial
to the victims, the new transit hub and the
new Freedom Tower.

Silverstein, who is trying hard to become
Ground Zero’s version of Brutus, seems to
have been born to drive a bull dozer. He has
set his sights on filling the former World
Trade Center landscape with office towers —
at least

two more besides the Freedom Tower, which
is designed to rise more than 100 stories.
And, by golly, Silverstein seems to want to
keep pushing until he gets his way. So
beware the Ides of March and Brutus
Silverstein.
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The problem here is that Silverstein doesn’t
own the land at Ground Zero. He’s a renter
who agreed to a long-term lease with the Port
Authority to rent the Trade Center’s twin
towers. That Silverstein signed this rental
agreement only days before hijacked
commercial jetliners smashed into those
towers and knocked them down makes him
something of a tragic figure.

But Silverstein, who turns 79 in May, has
managed to turn his victimhood into a cause
for bullying. And now he has actually
managed to place himself in the position of
demanding to control what is actually built
on land where he merely rented a building.

Preposterous notion

Think of a homeowner renting to a tenant —
and then being told that the tenant wants to
control how to rebuild after the home is
gutted by fire. That’s how ridiculous
Silverstein’s position has become. How did
he manage to stay in charge of such an
important landscape?

Silverstein is hardly a political neophyte. One
of his biggest boosters is New York Mayor
Michael Bloomberg.

Silverstein is trying to bully the Port Authority
into granting him his wish to build more

office towers by using Port Authority funds — a
nd that’s why the dispute with Silverstein
stretches across the Hudson River to New
Jersey.
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The Port Authority, whose board includes
commissioners appointed by New Jersey’s
governor, has more on its hands than

Ground Zero. It operates the Lincoln and
Holland tunnels, as well as the George
Washington Bridge and the PATH commuter
train system — to name just a few of the Port
Authority’s major transit operations that
stretch into New Jersey.

It takes money to operate all of those
systems and upgrade them — billions of
dollars, actually.

So the Port Authority is facing a serious
question of priorities: Should it pour billions
into upgrading its aging tunnels and bridges
for commuters from New Jersey? Or should
it pour billions into office towers at Ground
Zero to satisfy an aging New York City
developer?

Keep in mind that Manhattan already has an
11 percent vacancy rate on commercial
downtown buildings. Why would anyone
want to invest more money in downtown
office buildings?

Hands off Port Authority funds
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If Silverstein wanted to spend his own
money, the answer to that question would be
easy. Let him empty his bank account.

But Silverstein wants the Port Authority to
spend the money. Remember that the next
time you notice a missing tile on the wall of
the Lincoln Tunnel or another rust spot on
the George Washington Bridge.

It’s an understatement to say that Ground
Zero is a special place. It is the modern
equivalent of Gettysburg. Simply put: Ground
Zero is hallowed ground.

Thankfully, a memorial is finally being built
for the nearly 2,800 innocent victims who
perished on Sept. 11, 2001. And thankfully, a
transit hub and the Freedom Tower are

under construction.

For now, that’s enough.

But beware the Ides of March and the march
of Larry Silverstein.
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The Twin Towers Alliance petition was designed to give officials a clearer idea of who supports new
Twin Towers by including demographic categories and the option of leaving a comment. A
comprehensive presentation of the case for new Twin Towers is being prepared for the printer and will
soon be sent to government officials and other public servants. It will conclude with hundreds of
comments that have been left on the TTA website since its founding four years ago. The comments below
were drawn from those that have been left in the last few weeks. They are typical of the thousands before.
In the face of such conviction, what can our leaders say to these people, these taxpayers, these voters, and
to friends around the world: You’ll get over it? What kind of government would do such a thing and why?

“We submit that there is only one way to truly heal the skyline of Manhattan and
the heart of America: Rebuild the Twin Towers. Doing anything less would leave
a permanent scar on the face of New York and diminish a legendary city.”

Jeremy Kraft | All Other Americans
This is by far the best design and best tribute/memorial that could be built. These towers were taken away
from us and we need to rebuild them in their likeness. No tribute could be greater.

Jean-Philippe Maheux | Citizens of Other Nations

I sincerely hope that your plan to rebuild the twin towers will prevail instead of the lacklustre Freedom
tower. Plus, the memorial you’re suggesting is even more significative than the one that is planned. The
twin towers provided lower Manhattan with a strong skyline which was legendary prior to the attacks. |
was only 17 years old when the attacks occurred but the old WTC is still a strong part of my imaginary. |
can’t imagine New York City without them. GET THEM BACK PLEASE!

Matthew Mastrogiovanni | All Other NY & NJ Residents
Why isn’t this done yet? NYC just doesn’t look or feel right without the towers. | don’t want any
“Freedom Towers” or any such nonsense either, just rebuild the towers exactly the way they were....

Jeffrey Canias | All Other NY & NJ Residents
10 year anniversary is coming up soon and nothing has been done with the site. Meanwhile, the Burj Khalifa, the
tallest building in the world, is built within this time span. Enough with the bureaucracy, let’s REBUILD the site.

Rosanna Martinez | All Other NY & NJ Residents

I’m currently living in Jersey City and every time I look beyond the Hudson River it just looks like something is
missing. The Twin Towers always struck my eyes as a child. They would be the first thing 1’d notice about
NYC before the Empire State Building. | grew up in Essex County and even from the right elevation | was able
to see the WTC. | truly miss those buildings. New York hasn’t been the same without them...

Mike Rossi | All Other NY & NJ Residents

Rebuild the Twin Towers *exactly* as they were. They were an iconic part of the NY Skyline and since
9/11 have been immortalized as the most visible symbol of our strength, resilience, and determination to
overcome everything out adversaries would throw against us. That was how the NY Skyline was, and that
is how the NY Skyline should be again.

Arjun Sharma | Metro New Yorkers

The current Silverstein plan only seems to accept that the U.S. has failed to defend its confidence and
integrity. With a slumping economy and a unforeseen future the best we can do to get ourselves back on a
healthy track is to revitalize Lower Manhattan, a.k.a. Financial Capital of the World, and lead the way to a
robust America. By rebuilding the Twin Towers, we are showing the world that we are stronger. As
current Towers 2, 3, 5 are disputed, we can easily rebuild Twin Towers. Yes We Can!!

John Raffa | All Other NY & NJ Residents
Rebuilding larger twin towers should be the only option. | wholeheartedly agreed with this idea years ago when
Donald Trump advocated it. There are just so many reasons and all have been expressed by many. Just please do it!
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Ismael Alcaraz | All Other Americans

Osama Bin Laden said it best when he stated that the foundation of all that is American died when the
Twin Towers fell. Those towers are a symbol of America. By not building them back, we, as Americans
are giving in to the terrorists. Building them back taller and stronger only tells them that no matter what
they do to us, we will come back stronger than ever...BRING BACK THE TWIN TOWERS!! PLEASE!!!
Let’s show those terrorists what America is made of!! God Bless AMERICA!!

Pete Constantinides | Citizens of Other Nations

I live in England and recently came back from an amazing trip to New York. It was really upsetting to see
Ground Zero and | have always been interested in the 9/11 and what happened. The Freedom Tower looks
quite nice, but it just wouldn’t be the same. In my opinion The Twin Towers Il is the only choice! | hope
this idea goes ahead, good luck!

Stephen Rizzi | All Other Americans
Love the idea of building the Towers again!! What is going on now is a disgrace!

Jonas Kozakiewicz | Citizens of Other Nations
Anything else than the towers rising again high into the sky of the magnificent place known and admired all over
the world as New York City would be like an identity lost, and a wound that hurts forever and just won’t heal.

Count Paul Loizou | Citizens of Other Nations

It is incredible that 1 World Trade Centre is being allowed to proceed. It is a sure sign of defeat to Al
Qaeda. For all of us across the world that were affected by this disaster the only possible way to stand up
and prove our will against such appalling behaviour is to rebuild the Twin Towers and show the Manhattan
skyline as we all knew it. It is the only fitting and appropriate way to honour all those that lost their lives
by proving that we will not be defeated by extremists — rebuild both!

Jude O'Donnell | Our Armed Forces & Families
I do not like the idea of the single tower 1 WTC. This other 2 tower plan looks amazing and it shows we
are not intimidated by the terrorists. The buildings are great and it would be an honor to have them.

Bryan Hall | All Other Americans

With the same speed and diligence as the initial rescue operation on 9/11, and subsequent site clearing
operations, the Twin Towers should have been rebuilt exactly as before. The Federal government ought to
have gotten involved and pushed this project through with 24hr construction till its completion. With the
hundreds of billions they’ve spent in bailouts and programs in recent years, we can’t spare a couple billion
to rectify this national disgrace? Absolutely pathetic!

Efstathios Markantonatos | All Other Americans
Build them. Build them again. Build them strong and tall and proud. Build them in honor of the fallen. It a
guestion of national pride. Nothing can restore New York’s skyline unless the Towers are rebuilt.

Joelissa Martinez | Lwr. Manhattan Residents & Workers

The Twin Towers (WTC) have to be rebuilt because they represent NY. New York will never be the same
without the Twin Towers. REBUILD THE TWIN TOWERS!!! The majority wants the Twin Towers back,
stronger, taller & safer!!!

Ron Martins | All Other NY & NJ Residents
We can’t bring back those who were lost, but we can and should rebuild the Twin Towers.

Steven Stubbs All Other Americans Edit

To build anything other than the Towers as they were sends a message to supporters and those responsible
for the attacks that they have to power to change who and what were are in here America. It is no insult to
those who died and their survivors! It says defiantly that we are stronger than terrorists. You can knock us
(Americans) down but we will always rise up again and survive—better, resilient, and indomitable!
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