




















If New York and New Jersey were willing to lease the Twin Towers to
Silverstein Properties in return for operating capital in 2001, why
wouldn’t New York and New Jersey be happy to make the same sort of
arrangement with the American people in 2009? A private consortium
could be formed to build and market the Towers with the people as
stakeholders.

One way or another, more public funds will be needed to underwrite the
future of the site, so at least we would finally have something to show for
our money. Most of us will agree that we deserve better, that there is no
time to waste, and that whatever is truly best can most likely be arrived at
by asking what the American people want.

To paraphrase President Obama: “This is America. We figured out how to
put a man on the moon in ten years. You can't tell us that we can't figure out
how to overcome every obstacle to building a new World Trade Center we
can be proud of.” Every obstacle at Ground Zero can be overcome — when
the American people are finally allowed to become part of the solution.
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