
WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT

WHAT NEW YORK NEEDS

WHAT AMERICA DESERVES

Formal request for the New York State Attorney General to seek an
injunction on behalf of the citizens of New York against further activity
on the "Freedom Tower", pending an inquiry into malfeasance on the
part of Governor Pataki and the Lower Manhattan Development
Corporation in the redevelopment of the World Trade Center.



Dear Attorney General Spitzer,

October 20, 2006

Delivered by hand to the office of:
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer

120 Broadway, 22nd Floor
New York City, NY 10271

Formal request for the New York State Attorney General to seek an injunction on behalf

of the citizens of New York against further activity on the "Freedom Tower", pending an
inquiry into malfeasance on the part of Governor Pataki and the Lower Manhattan

Development Corporation in the redevelopment of the World Trade Center.

Dear Attorney General Spitzer,

The Twin Towers Alliance represents thousands of New Yorkers and other Americans who

believe that the terrible tragedy of September 11, 2001, has been needlessly compounded in the
years that followed by the arrogance, blindness, incompetence, and malfeasance of Governor Pataki

and the Lower Manhattan Development Corp. Our government officials turned their backs on

their fellow New Yorkers, shut their ears to the voices of the people, and proceeded in a secretive
and illicit fashion to turn over the redevelopment of Ground Zero to the special interests.

As the Attorney General of New York, only you have the power to investigate the malfeasance of
Governor Pataki and the LMDC. As you yourself have pointed out, the rebuilding effort at Ground

Zero has been “an Enron-style debacle” and the LMDC has been “an abject failure” that “violated” 

its “duty to the public”.  We never expected they would get away with it, but apparently they will, 
unless you act quickly on the public’s behalf.

This is notjust a matter of local significance, but of national importance.  It wasn’t just New York 
that was attacked on 9/11, but the United States of America. This is an issue that resounds all

across the country. Millions of Americans still believe the Twin Towers are going back up. And

when they learn that that there are no plans to restore the skyline of New York, they are invariably
baffled and appalled. What happened? Even in the days just after the attacks of 9/11 a majority of

both New Yorkers and Americans said they wanted to see the Twin Towers rebuilt.



But the wishes of the people were never even considered by Gov. Pataki and the LMDC. From the

outset, a small coterie of city planners had decreed–for reasons that have everything to do with
architectural fashion and nothing to do with architectural sense–that the street grid must be

restored.  Why?  Because they said so, that’s why.  And damn what the people wanted.  Restore the 

street grid and the people can’t have their Twin Towers back becausethen they become vulnerable
to truck bombs.  (That’s why the so-called Freedom Tower had to be redesigned to sit on twenty

stories of concrete.) This is the kind of arrogance that has characterized the whole process. Damn

what the people want! That has been the credo of the LMDC all along.  And let’s not worry about 
legalities or public trust either.

1) The LMDC claims it conducted an “open” process.  It was never an open process. From the 
beginning, it made key decisions behind closed doors.

2) The LMDC claims that it “listened to the people”, but from the start it only listened to those

who validated its preconceived agenda.

3) The LMDC claims it gave the people what they wanted, but in poll after poll the people have

said they wanted the Twin Towers rebuilt. If they had really wanted to establish the public's

preference it would not have been difficult.

4) Rebuilding the Twin Towers was never an option with the LMDC, despite what the public

wanted, because from the very beginning the LMDC unilaterally and arbitrarily decided that

restoring the street grid on the site was priority one. Why? There never was any real public
debate about that. It was imposed by the LMDC by fiat. It immediately negated any possibility

of rebuilding the Twin Towers and thus doing the public’s will, which amounts to the

misappropriation of public funds.

5) The LMDC’s design selection process was bogus and a fraud.  There was a Design Study 

program for idea gathering that suddenly and arbitrarily was turned into an essentially closed

competition based on wrongheaded ground rules. There was never any honest and open design
competition if it was closed to the people's choice. In the end, neither of the two semi-finalists

beat "Neither" in the public's opinion and Governor Pataki chose the won that was the least

popular of the two.

6) The LMDC tried to sellthe Libeskind plan as the people’s choice, but nobody bought it. The

people’s choice –rebuilding the Twin Towers - was never even allowed on the table. Then,

Governor Pataki acted with complete disregard of the public will, the rules he had put into
place, and all the public monies spent to supposedly find out what the public wanted and

declared the least favorite model "the winner." In other words, the Governor, with the

connivance of the LMDC, engaged in a fraud.

7) Enormous sums of public money were spent perpetrating this fraud and all that followed the

selection. So far, there has been no real accounting. Where did our money go?
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You are the People’s Advocate.  You are our last hope. We turn to you to redress these terrible

wrongs before it is too late and we are stuck with a mediocre mishmash of buildings that belong on
Third Avenue or in Jersey City, but not at Ground Zero. What Governor Pataki and the LMDC

are trying to ram down our throats defines governmental arrogance, incompetence, and

malfeasance. It must be stopped.

You are likely to be the next Governor of the Empire State. Do you really want to preside over

the erection of a hodgepodge of disappointing, uninspiring, meaningless, and unpopular buildings as
one of the key events of your administration? Or do you believe, as we do, that what rises at

Ground Zero should be at least as spectacular as what was destroyed there?

This is an issue that cuts across party lines as well as state lines. It concerns the whole nation. We
represent people from every political persuasion. In a deeply divided country this is one issue that

galvanizes liberals and conservatives alike.

As Attorney General, you have the legal authority to investigate how this whole mess at Ground

Zero developed and to take action to prevent it from continuing.

It is not too late to do the right thing and do the thing right. New York is a great city, but it cannot

continue to be a great city if it shies away from great challenges. The people know this. They want
their Twin Towers back– stronger, safer, better than ever.  It’s time to rebuild what the people 

want, not cave in to the special interests.

You have valiantly taken on those who were trying to subvert Wall Street and the insurance
industry and brought them to justice. We appeal to you now to take on those who have subverted

the rebuilding process at Ground Zero before they can do any more damage.  Let’s not compound 
a terrible tragedy with a terrible mistake. We appeal to you to bethe People’s Champion.

Submitted on behalf of the Twin Towers Alliance by,

Richard Hughes Margaret Donovan

196 Pinehurst Avenue, 3K 186 Pinehurst Avenue, 6E
New York, NY 10033 New York, NY 10033

212-781-1816 212-568-3898
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Narrative in support of these allegations and the request for a remedy:

Most people believe that rebuilding the Twin Towers is the only fitting response to the devastation of

September 11, 2001. Most New Yorkers and Americans have always preferred the option of
rebuilding some version of Twin Towers to any other plan. Indeed, it can be asserted that any

redevelopment of the WTC site that did not restore the legendary skyline of New York could not

legitimately claim to be the "World Trade Center". The term was clearly linked with the Twin Towers
from its inception and that continues in full force to this day.

We charge Governor Pataki and his appointees at the LMDC with deceptive practices in the
redevelopment of the site that amount to using their offices against the public good. They started

by making a show of "listening to the city" and then conducted a mock competition. They set

ground rules that amounted to "No Twin Towers Need Apply" and then made no effort to address
the concerns of thousands who wrote in the Twin Towers as their choice. Surely, "listening"

implies that a response will follow. In the case of the pro-rebuilding majority, none did. Rather

than draw attention to the arbitrary ground rules, which were indefensible, the LMDC pursued its
objectives in a manner that could not be countermanded in the court of public opinion.

That miscalculation rendered all that followed illegitimate. The master site plan that has
been on and off the operating table ever since can never be made worthy of our city because it was

based on a fraudulent process. "While it's not possible to please everyone, it is possible to please

most people, including a significant number of first responders and victims' families, by raising Twin
Towers beside a noble memorial. If that is what the people want, and have wanted all along, why

should anyone stand in the way?

All the delay in achieving something truly great at the site can be blamed on an
unwillingness to let the public participate in the recovery. The narrow definition of who qualified as

a "stakeholder" willfully ignored the legitimate interests of people who were not directly touched
by the attack, but were nevertheless profoundly affected –and that was a crucial blunder.

Excluding the segment of the population that had not been directly affected and could therefore be
the most clearheaded about the recovery was an enormous mistake. Within the various groups

who have a say in the process can be found those who want to rebuild the Twin Towers and those

who do not–for a variety of reasons. When you zoom the lens out a little you get a more
tempered perspective on the competing interests, which should all be finally weighed against the

overriding national interest. Then the reasons to rebuild the Twin Towers become compelling.
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The unforgettable unity that was the hallmark of the weeks and months following the attack is still

pent up–waiting to be poured into a true resurgence. As recently as May of last year there was a

groundswell of excitement that the mismanagement of the rebuilding process might be swept away
by the megawatt aura and undoubted abilities of Donald Trump. It is still common to hear his

name linked with a glimmer of hope that the blocking of the public's will to see the Twin Towers

rise again can be reversed, but he was effectively silenced a year ago.

Those of us who continue to believe that such a glaring injustice can not prevail and who will not be

silenced are mainstream New Yorkers and Americans of every political persuasion. We are reluctant
activists, who would prefer to be minding our own affairs, but are committed to seeing this struggle

through. And we are astonished that this is something we have to be involved with at all or that it even

needs doing. As citizens of the foremost representative democracy in the world we expect our elected
officials to represent us–not dismiss us. And certainly, when our national security is intricately linked

with a show of spirit and resolve, undermining that is a serious offense against the body politic.

We have been watching the disheartening developments at Ground Zero with a sense that

someone with power and principles would eventually come to the rescue, but so far no one has.

New Yorkers and Americans are waiting for a real leader to emerge.

As you commented earlier this year, no doubt on good authority, the post-9/11 rebuilding effort

was "an Enron-style debacle" and the LMDC was "an abject failure" that "violated" its "duty to the
public." (Frittering away hundreds of millions of dollars in the process.) Now it is clear that

Governor Pataki's plan is to move things as quickly as possible to the point of no return and has

employed the largely complicit media to create a sense of unjustifiable inevitability to a plainly
unworthy site plan.

We see no reason to believe that that point has been reached and trust in the office of the Attorney
General to prevent that from ever happening. For these reasons, and others enumerated below, we

are calling on Attorney General Spitzer to initiate a class-action suit on behalf of the people of New

York, based upon plausible evidence of wrongdoing on the part of the governor and his appointees
AND to secure an injunction against any further steps that are inconsistent with the public good

pending discovery. Whatever sovereign immunity protects the government from being

held accountable for its malfeasance should not extend to giving it and its officers carte
blanche to continue to abuse their power once it has been brought to light.

Five years of the wrong plan for the wrong reasons is long enough.

While it may be politically inconvenient, we are relying on your pledge, Mr. Spitzer, to decide

which fights to take on based on the standard of "is it right or wrong." Since you could spend a
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lifetime doing battle on behalf of the people and never come across another issue as worthy of

your advocacy, we are confident that you will not turn away from it or sidestep the issue. The

official website of the Attorney General's office promises that the "People's Lawyer is dedicated to
aggressively prosecuting and defending the interests of all New Yorkers" and we trust that extends

to the bloc of citizens who have been locked out of the World Trade Center redevelopment.

What's more, now that it has been reported that Governor Pataki is trying to limit the next

governor's discretion over the site plan, which would be one more maneuver to thwart the will of

the people, we are confident that you will rise to this challenge and use this appeal from the
citizenry to prevent the governor from achieving his shameful objective.

In the interests of moving forward, we are perfectly willing to concede that the aftermath of 9/11
was so disorienting that inevitable mistakes in judgment were made on all fronts. We recognize

that our people and leaders suffered from post-traumatic stress. But glaring irregularities point to a

pattern of subterfuge that can be easily established and rises to the level of blatant official
misconduct, malfeasance, and dereliction of duty on the part of the governor and his appointees,

who have violated their oath to serve the public good and have shown contempt for the

democratic process, pandering to special interests, while overriding and subverting the public will.

Governor Pataki suggests that the latest additions to a patently uninspired site plan are stunning.

What is truly stunning is how entirely unresponsive our officials have been to the legitimate input of
the people at large on something we care about so deeply.

We at the Twin Towers Alliance are certain that as long we persevere we can prevail –and must.
Otherwise, if we let those behind the current development get away with their arrogant, self-

serving agenda, then what is built in place of the Twin Towers will not just be a trophy for the Bin

Ladens of this world, but proof that the citizens of New York and America have lost their voice
and become irrelevant.

Columnist Nicole Gelinas wrote: "It is shocking - almost inconceivable - that we haven't snatched
back from our enemies what belongs to us. Americans always understood the Twin Towers. They

were us: stark capitalism, power and beauty without explanation or apology." Save Us From

"Freedom" | NY Post 5-5-05.

After five long years, many have given up and reconciled themselves to diminished expectations in

the name of progress. That is sad in the city that claims to be the Capital of the World. But there
are others who will uphold the banner of reborn Twin Towers for as long as it takes and will not

relent.
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The attack on the World Trade Center was an attack on America executed in New York and what

we build on the ashes will affect all Americans. We do not say that the voice of the people should

have been the only factor to consider, but it should have played a significant role in the debate.
Instead, it played virtually none. And that has to be redressed for real progress to occur.

At the "Aftershock" forum held last month at Pace University, a question from the audience asking
why we are not rebuilding the Twin Towers was met with much sputtering, and when turned over

to LMDC head Stefan Pryor the best he could come up with is that there is "a moral imperative to

restore the street grid." We didn't think they had a better excuse, but it is still a chilling response.
Some intrepid reporter should get out on the street and try that answer out on New Yorkers. Ask

them if they know why we are not rebuilding the Twin Towers and then tell them.

In closing, there is still good reason to believe that the best memorial to all that we lost and to all

we have still to protect is to rebuild the Twin Towers. The LMDC has conducted a disinformation

campaign aimed at deceiving the public. Its website is rife with misleading information regarding
the selection and rebuilding process. If they were a public corporation they would be on their way

to prison or at least out the door.

Their central claim that "Public Input Shapes the Process" is a blatantly disingenuous statement,

which we assert is part of an official design to subvert the redevelopment of the World Trade

Center. The following statement is an example of the official mendacity, which clearly intended to
suit a narrow agenda by fooling the public into believing that their input guided the process:

"Since its inception, LMDC has received an unprecedented amount of public comment from all over
the world regarding the rebuilding of the World Trade Center site, the creation of a permanent

memorial, and the revitalization of Lower Manhattan. During the comment period in the first phase

of the planning process for the World Trade Center site, LMDC received over 10,000 comments
from around the world. During the Plans in Progress campaign, LMDC received over 15,000

comments on the Innovative Design Study for the World Trade Center site and the draft Memorial

Mission Statement and Program."

The outpouring from around the world that flooded the LMDC and continues to the present, is heart-

wrenching testimony to the stake everyone feels in the rebuilding of the World Trade Center and
damning evidence that people were led to believe that their input was valued when it was worthless.

The bizarre truth was if they were hoping for new Twin Towers their preference had been
rendered irrelevant within days of the destruction and they needn't have bothered to write. That

was when an unelected elite, who felt some sort of mystical "imperative" to restore the pre-WTC
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street grid, moved into action to exert their behind-the-scenes influence over our future. They

saw our tragedy as their opportunity and mounted a mission to correct the multitude of "wrongs"

they imagined had resulted from the creation of the World Trade Center. Even though their views
are not shared by the general public, their prejudices went unchallenged and proliferated as

reporters repeated the personal opinions as oracular wisdom.

By January 2002, LMDC Chairman John Whitehead was busy creating the impression that to

rebuild on the former scale was undesirable: "I think there is a developing consensus–among

everybody I've talked to–that it is not either practical or appropriate to build another 100-story
building,'' Mr. Whitehead said. Since the contemporaneous accounts of the man on the street

reported that he, or she, wanted to restore what had been violated and objected to the symbolic

implications of failing to do so, Mr. Whitehead's public comments made clear that the "everybody"
he was talking to did not include the people who had elected the governor that appointed him.

His LMDC went on to hold a specious competition that was missing the one design most people
looked for–new Twin Towers. The official requirement that at least Greenwich Street would be

slammed through the superblock spelled the end of the true World Trade Center and everything

that followed after that was disconnected to what the public wanted.

The first round of the competition was greeted with public disdain and led to a surreal process

detached from the heart of the city. And to this day they have not won the citizens' hearts. Most
people had no faith in the process and did not get involved. If those who did get involved showed

the bad taste to press for rebuilding the Twin Towers, they were marginalized and their opinions

were trivialized. Finally, two semi-finalist designs were selected. When the public was polled it
voted for "Neither", but of those that chose one or the other, our governor awarded the prize to

the design that finished last.

Since then, a massive disinformation campaign has presented black as white and droned on that we got

what we asked for, but most people don't buy it. It is safe to conclude that anyone who parrots these

stories is either willfully ignorant or downright malicious–or both.

John Whitehead said in the Public Dialogue Report of April 2005 "The public input received from these

activities formulated the guiding principles for the recovery and rebuilding of the WTC site and lower
Manhattan, and continue to guide the overall rebuilding process." That was a lie–a total fabrication.

And the result is a complex that now needs to shuffle government offices and workers around–at
further untold and wholly unnecessary Federal and State taxpayer expense–to meet the mandated

occupancy requirements in order to raise the funds to proceed with the Freedom Tower. The lack
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of prospective tenants and reluctance to sign on to the ironically named Freedom Tower is not out

of fear, but because the moribund project lacks the excitement that would be generated by raising

safer and better Twin Towers.

There is nothing the people can do about the incompetence that resulted in the wasting of many

tens of millions of dollars and resulted in a still barren pit, other than hold those who did not
exercise strenuous oversight accountable at the ballot box. But going forward, we can

demand that what is done with our money, on our land, in our name reflect what we

want! We can demand that anything that deviates from that position be given the most careful
scrutiny. And we can demand that the current foundation of lies and contempt for our opinion and

values be publicly exposed and those who fostered it be stripped of the right to proceed.

Finally, let it be noted that the public record of the rebuilding program is rich in instances that point

to a gross violation of the public's trust. Those of us who have worked hard to keep blowing on

the embers of the public's hopes of ever seeing the real World Trade Center again, lack the time
and formidable resources needed to truly get to the bottom of this. Credible accounts have been

written and, no doubt, historians will dissect and reveal the sorry truth of what took place.

But we are adamant that the burden of preventing a terrible mistake from being made, while there
is still time, should not rest on a few citizens, and we hold that by bringing this to the attention of

our Attorney General we are taking the proper steps necessary for the truth to be discovered and

to form the bedrock of all future building at the site of the World Trade Center. A true consensus
will not be hard to achieve once the hidden agendas are exposed.

We are confident that it will result in a World Trade Center of which we can all be

proud for generations to come.
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Attachments

Spreadsheet of Twin Towers Alliance signatures under the categories that prominently

relate to New York citizens, in order to establish our right to call upon Attorney General

Spitzer for relief.

One of the categories lumps the residents of New York and New Jersey together, as the

Port Authority constituencies, and there is no way to separate them. No doubt there are
also New Yorkers in a couple of the remaining categories, but in any event, what we are

providing should be sufficient to establish our authority and initiate an action.

In addition, we encourage you to visit our website and read the "Selected Comments" from

people around the country and the world, which reflect a point-of-view that has never been

officially addressed! If they are right, and if everyone who has had enough spirit to sign our
petition is right, then there is a lot more at stake than real estate interests, or the conceit of

city "planners", or the pandering of politicians. The strength of their convictions is arresting.

We have never maintained that public opinion was the only thing to consider, but it should

have played a major part in a debate that NEVER TOOK PLACE and to build anything until it

does take place is a clear dereliction of duty. What could be more important than to do the
right thing at the WTC and who can legitimately say what that is without an HONEST

national referendum? There is ample evidence to suggest that whether a vote were held in

New York or the country at large, the Twin Towers would easily win the popular vote. SO
WHAT DOES THAT TELL US?

The Twin Towers Alliance website has received almost no coverage in the media so the true
number of supporters of rebuilding is anyone's guess, but polls and all other anecdotal

evidence would suggest the figure is in the millions.

Please note that when people sign our petition they are told that their "email will not be

shared or used for any other purpose than to establish that your signature is unique and for

occasional reports on our activities." Therefore, we are not including the addresses, even
though we could safely assume that revealing them in this appeal would be consistent with

the individuals' wishes. But, we will contact them in the meantime, asking anyone who would

like to opt-out to let us know and will be in a position to submit the addresses early in
November, if requested to do so.
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"They Made Us All Stakeholders/So Much For Consensus" A Twin Towers Alliance web

page on the threat that isn't going anywhere soon and why the symbolism of the Twin

Towers is such a key to successful counterterrorism. It includes powerful public comments
from a Nicole Gelinas column in the NY Post in May of 2005.

An opinion written by a college student in Georgia. To read how deeply he cares about this
issue and how significant he believes it to be for all Americans is inspiring. He sent it out to

many of the leading newspapers, certain that at least one of them would let him speak for the

millions who share his conviction. We hoped along with him, but were not surprised at the
lack of response from those who only pretend to serve the public good. His words

eloquently express why we will never accept anything less than the World Trade Center we

deserve.

The opinion of a professional woman and resident of Manhattan, which was submitted to

the Wall Street Journal and shared with us. What characterizes both of these opinions and
many of the selected comments referred to below is the strength of their convictions and

ideals, which are full-blown and well-informed. The position they advance is shared by many

others and deserves consideration.

TTA Press Releases, in descending order, which chronicle a flagrant history of official (and

journalistic) malpractice.

Back Pocket-

It's Not Too Late To Do The Right Thing | The Empire State Building took 14 months to
erect and once this is issue is given the attention it deserves there are a number of worthy

concepts of new Twin Towers, in various stages of readiness, for review. We are including a

printout of questions and answers related to the popular Belton-Gardner model, because the
answers shed light on the various elements now in play. In the near future the Twin Towers

Alliance will create a page of links to some of the exciting plans and concepts which are a

breath of fresh air in a very musty backroom.

Review of this submission will reveal that there is a clear imperative to correct course.
Once we do that, we are actually much closer to the goal of restoring the beloved New

York skyline than most would imagine. Thank you.


